
All upcoming 6th graders-

Welcome to Middle School! I can’t wait to see all of your smiling faces in August. As you enjoy
your time off for Summer Break it is important to keep your mind fresh with new ideas and
experiences.

Your summer assignment is to read I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives
by Martin Ganada and Caitlin Alifrenka. This story follows a pair of middle school pen pals, living
continents apart, that develop a forever, bonding friendship. Their remarkable stories help
teach us about appreciation, compassion, and citizenship.

Part One: After reading the novel, answer the next two questions on a separate sheet of paper.
Each question should be 2 paragraphs (a paragraph is 5-7 sentences each) and should be
written with complete thought and correct conventions.

1. Describe both Martin’s and Caitlin’s day-to-day life. In what ways are they similar and
different to one another.

2. What are some of the struggles that Martin and Caitlin face as they move on to college
(adult-life)? Explain their feelings and perspectives of some of these changes and how/if their
friendship was affected by these struggles.

Part Two:  Read and reflect on the quote below.
“It is not the style of clothes one wears, neither the kind of automobiles one drives, nor the
amount of money one has in the bank, that counts. These mean nothing. It is simply service
that measures success.” -George Washington Carver

Martin and Caitlin truly live a life that can be related to this quote. Explain in 2 to 3 sentences
how the characters in the book exemplify George Washington Carver’s words. Then, in another
2 or 3 sentences, explain how you can relate this quote to your faith and stewardship. These
sentences should be written with complete thought and correct conventions.

Both parts of your summer assignment are due on Friday, August 12th in ELA class.

See you soon,
Mrs. McDonald


